Electro-Optical Systems Division

Behind the formation of Marconi's Electro-Optical
Systems Division is a story conforming precisely to
the principles underlying the whole history of the
Company’s growth. The creation of a new Product
Division has never been the result of a sudden
departure into new fields; it has been the
consequence of evolutionary development. Electro-
Optical Systems Division was formed in 1967 to take
over and extend within a broader context the
activities of the Company’s Closed-Circuit
Television Division and Project Martel.

Until 1959, responsibility for promoting both
‘off-air’ and closed-circuit television was vested in
Marconi’s Broadcasting Division. During the early
years, the fact that closed-circuit television was a
tool having almost limitless applications was slow
to gain credence, but in the last decade it has
penetrated the world of education, industry,
commerce, road and air traffic control, defence,
shipping . . . the list is virtually endless.

In 1959, aware of its great potential, Marconi set up
the specialist Closed-Circuit Television Division—a
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step which was amply justified by the results.

In 1965, a team of engineers, drawn from the
Closed-Circuit Television and Aeronautical
Divisions, started development work on Project
Martel—a television guidance system for the
Anglo-French air-to-ground missile.

The amalgamation of the expertise of the Closed-
Circuit Television Division and the Project Martel
team has consolidated the Company’s lead in the
application of electro-optical technology to the
ever-increasing variety of situations where the
extension of human capability is called for. Major
areas of activity continue to be missile guidance,
fire-control, night-viewing, industrial surveillance
and control, information transfer and training.

HEADQUARTERS AND DEVELOPMENT LABORATORIES
of Marconi's Electro-Optical Systems Division at Basildon
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